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Jer. 6.17. 4, I (et watchmen over you, ſaying, Hearken to the 
ſound of the Trumpet; but they ſaid, We will not hearken, 


Jocl 2. 30, 31. 7 will few Wonders in the heavens, and in the 
tarth, blond and firt and pillars of ſmoke, The Sun ſhall be 


. into darkneſs, and the moon into bloud, before the 
great and the terrible day of the Lord come. | 


Kev. S. 10 And the third Ange! ſounded, and theye fell a great ſtar 


from be aven , burning As it were 4 my it fell upon the | 
third part of the rivers, and upon the fourtaint of waters, 


Rev, 11.14. The ſecond wo i; paſt, Gebel, the third wo cometh 
0 &y. 
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TO THE READER. 


Oncerning thoſe admirable and amazing works of God, 
» hich are by us called Canem, as under a phyſecal and - 
thematical Conſideration, there are many that have pub- 
liſhed their Sentiment, and ſome to good pagpoſe and 
edification. The Scope of the enſuing diſcourſe, is only, 
(that being moſt proper for one under my circumſtances 
to make a Theological Improvement thereaf, There are that doe pro- 
pound this enquiry, How many Comets bath the world taten notice of face 
the firf Creation? which is indeed a Queſtion that no mortal living is 
able to give a full and certain anſwer unto. It is true that ſundry learn- 
— — —— IEC have attem 
to give us the Hiſtory of Comets, not bath their labour been wholly in 
vain or unprofitable, though it be not poſſible to give an account of all 
of them, Me doe not read of above eleven Matis Stars, in thoſe A- 
hes or ant four thouſand years) that were beſore the Incarnation of 
of God : doubtleſs there were more; but the Records of thoſe 
times are very imperfect, ſo that we cannot ſay, when they a 
or by whom obſerved. The number of Comers ſeen theſe laſt 1680. 
years, is judged to be about 1585 yet may it jaſlly be queſtioned we- 
ther there have been ſo many, inaſmuch as diverſe appearances of the 
ſame Comet have been ſet down by Hiſtorians as if they had been ſo many 
diſtiat Comets. Such gart (for ſo rather than Afeteors have the Ob- 
ſervations of later times evinced them to be) have ever 
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been accounted Omizous Preſages of great mutations and (4) — — 
miſeryes coming the world, So did the wiſe men mori n of CH ſem- 
a ſt the Gentiles of old (4) their Orators, Poets, per cdlemitznon premencior fu- 
Philoſophers ever eſteem of them. And the obſervation iſe. Cicer de ner. Deor. Ljb.2; 


hath been ſadly verefied, by the experience of latter A- 


ges; conſonant to the holy Scriptures of Truth, where - Diri toties arſere CometeVirg, 


(both in the old Teſlament and in the New) Prodigious 


Sights and Signs ig the heavens are mentioned as the Ei terris nunquams ſpellacium 
Preſages ofgreat Calamityes. Some object that after ne Come. Claudian, + 


the blazing Star, Anno 1097, a very fertile proſperous 


ear followed, but they forget that the next year a dire- Quando note C ſenquind 
Ingubre e. 


ul Plague ragedia the world, Other objet — 
» A2 tif: 


7. the Reader. 
liffs and Luther Reformations, had Comets to them, But (ta 
fay of the Warrs and fatal changes in thoſe dayes hapned 
in diverſe parts of the world — — not ins ali- 

date the truth of a general Preſages 

of fore Calamityet that: enough to awaken — Akin es, 

though now and then, once in an hundred times ig ſhould happen to be 

otherwiſe, which yet remains to be 7 ar As for their notion 

who think that Comets are figns that the light of the Goſpel ſhall he fur- 

ther diſp=rſ:d in the world, or that they portend mercy to the Church, 

and Judgement to others only; it is to be wilhed that there were a 

od tion fur ſuch a conceipt; But alas! Divisons a mon the 

Lords People themſel ves, and great Perſecution have oftens 
times beenghe f al conſ-quents of ſuch portentous ſigns, And iſ publick” 
calamityes come upon the world, it is not to be expetted but that the 

Lords People, whilſt they are mixed amongſt (and too much 

partaking with them in their fins) living in an evil workd, will bare 
their ſhare therein, It hatbever been ſo, and is ever like tobe ſo, until 

the ſign of the Sou of Mas ſtall appear. 

for that Maciag Star, which hathoccafioned this preſent Diſcoyrſ, 

it was a terrible indeed, eſpecially about the middle of December 

laſt, the ſtream of ſuch a ſtupendous magnitude, as that no man now 

(b) Hiftory of living ever beheld the like, That in the year 161$, was looked upon as 
great India, very prodigious, () yet the radiant Locks of it were not extend. aboi e 
45. degrees in | , whenas this was about , degrees, Yet Ican- 

Clarks Examp not ſay there never was any ſo diſmal fince the world began, for I have 
F pace ed ofdiverſepo leſs fearful, Seneca (c) ſpeaketh of a Comet whoſe 
650 — 2250 magnitude was equal with that of the Sun: and of another that prodi- 
Ot giouſly diffoſed it ſelf over the YislaFes; and of one that extended from 
2 Helice to Buris. That which appeared Anno Chriſti 1452, (4) was abore 


COTefs Nate ">degroes in length, Writers ſpeak of ſome blaring Stars that ha-e 
attended with a much longer ſtream, Neverthelc{s,on* ſo fearful to 
behold as this, hath rarely been known: and without controverſie ſome 
-% great thing is portend ed thereby. ſee little reaſon to conc lude, that it is 
a — yes to the world,until God hath made way for mer- 
fe} Redken, by great Jadgements, 7 con ſider ing. that we are fallen into 
Tiyſ.ubi de Cv: the dregs of time, wherein the dayes muſt and ſhall be p-rillous, It was 
mth. p. mai long fince (e) conjeftured, that in the Ages more immediately preceding 
107 the day of Judgement, Comets and — — Sights ſhould be more 
A i de er frequent then formerly, as intimat ions of the great and amazing Re o- 
er Mundi, Jutions in thoſe Ages tobe accompliſhed, It will not be long before 
J. L. 10. the ſecond Wo Trumpet hath done its work, and then the third Wo will 
ccme quickly. Th: Lord grant that we may be accounted worthy to 

(f) De Origine band before the Son of man at his coming, 
peru. p. Thelearncd and judicious Hoſpinian (f ) writes that Anno +29, there 
59% wasa Comet ſeen firſt in the caſt, in the morning, & after in the . ſin 
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th + evening (juſt as with eur preſcat blazing Star) oviem i fawn! & 
Occ demi magni alicuius maliPreſagi We har e canſe 28 == 
ſo appearing dath preiag- & portend great Calamityes both tv the Eaſt 
& the Welt, d. e. tothe world in Crueral. That ſome notable day of the 
Lord is at hand, when ſuch Signs appear, we may believe : hence are 
they called /g) Prodigiz a Pr 2, becauſe they ſhaw beforchand (. Melckior 
that ſomething Ace is « coming. Further then this l would not goe Fun Orat Par 
about to determine; only we may modeſtly conjeRure as to particular e- 28 i 
vents like to happen. have ever thought it unwarrantable, for men, P25. 
not ated by an extraordinary Spicie, to make particular and poſitive 


det-rminatiens concerning the Judgements or the Perſgns eminently 
concerned therein) by ſuch Prodigies menaced. The great Aſchenithen __ 


hath been thought (by ſeme great (b) Authors) to proceed ſomething (burt 
too far in applications of this nature, Feucerns (Melandlon's fon in law) is Di & Sign. 
expreſſeth himſelf more warily, in his Teraoſcopis, or Diſcourſe about 

Divination from fearful Sights, Yet he afhrms that whenever great 

changes in the world have near, prodigious Sights have been the 

ſorerunners thereof; and that unuſual Sights are ſeld6m or never known 

to have hapned without great and miſerable changes attending them. 

Only it is poſſible for particular Perſons and places through faith in 

Chriſt, and ia a way ofhamble Repentance, to obtain a lengthening out 

of their tranquility, The Gentiles of old (4) when they beheld fearful ( Mexand, ab 
Sights is Heaven, would preſently betake themſelves totheir Prayers, & Alexand.L5, 
piacular Sacrifices, (in imitatfon of whom idolatrous Papiſts have been 27. 

wont in like caſes to goe to their Reliques, Amulets, Proceſhons Fe.) Calis Rodogi, 
that ſo evils Oi thereby, might (if poſſible) be averted, And ſhall l 3· C. 2. 

not Profeſſors of the true Religion, be awakened by ſuch awful works 

of God, to goe unto Jeſus Chrilt (our only Sacrifice) and to pray carg 

neſtly that impending wrath may be removed, and the mercy of heaven 

obtained ? Shall we not be humbled, as for other fins, ſo for that, of not 

hearkning to his Word ? the contempt whereof provroketh him to ſpeak =_ 
by fearful Sights and Signs from — which ſeems to be the 4 —— LIES 
ing of that Scripture, At.2.1g. The Lord is many wayes calling upon 7 — 6 
men, to repent, and pray, and get into the Ark before the flood come, ns 
ludeed we ſhould not be diſmayed at the Signs of heaven, nevertheleſs 

(as that Emperor ſaid) We ee to fear that Gol who bath made this blazing 

Star, Surely, we have cauſe to ſpeak, as ſometimes the Pialmiſt did, my 

fleth trembles for fear of thee, and 1 am afraid of thy Judgements, 


Boſton N-E, 17, Monet, 
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Luk. 2 111. — Fearful Sights and great Jiu Sl there be 


from Heaven, 


H E Lord Jeſus Chriſt, having told his Diſciples 

that great Calamityes were baſtning upon ſeruſa · 

lem, and upon the Jewiſh Nation; they enquire 

when thoſe things ſhould come to paſs, and what 

Sign: (ſhould precede — mu Judgements predicted. 
This we ſee in the 7th. verle of this Chapter, T bey arhed him, 
ſaying, Mafter, but when ſhall theſe things be Þ and what Sign 
will there be when theſe _ ſhall come to paſs In anſwer un- 
to which enquiry, the Lord Chriſt doth in this context men- 
tion ſeveral things, ſome of which were to be more remote, 
and others more immediate Signs of that miſerable Deſtru- 
tion, which the ſacred and unerring lips of Chriſt had fore- 
told, 1. Falſe Chriſts would ariſe, v. 8. - hall come in 
wy name. ſajing, 1 am C brif, &c, The Jews had rejected the 
true Meſſiah, therefore Ged would puniſh them with falſe 
Chriſts, as an intimation that the dayes of 3 were 
coming upon the Nation for that ſmot theirs. Apoftle 
John (Chriſts beloved Difciple) doth imitate his Mafter in 
mentioning the ſame thing as a ſign that the Jewiſh world was 


near unto its end, 1 Joh. 2. 18. T ler are many Autichrifts (a) (4) See Mede's 
6.e. falſe Chriſts, ſuch as come in Chrifts Name, d.. that pre Hedi. 
71. 


tended unto his Office, Dignity and Authority, and thereby 
(Gith the Apoſtle) we know that it is the laft rime, (c. the Jew- 
iſh ſta te both Civil and Eccleßaſtical, was come unto the laſt 
hour. The Period ofthe Jewiſh world was at hand. And 
the Hiſtoryes of thoſe times ſpeak of one T end and wy 
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that pretended to be Cheiſts, and that the tier Jordan ſhould 
give way to them as once it did to Joſhvah, fo that a multitude 
of ſilly were petſwaded and ſeduced to follow them, un- 
to their omn deſtruction. 2. Another Siga mentroned, is. that 

. of Wars and Commotions, v. p. When ye bell bear of Wart and 
com ion / t not terrifiedgſav the ſethings muſt #f come to paſy, 
but the en4 is not by and by. This may be underſtood of thole 

inteſtine Wars and Commotions which hapned in the land of 
ofeph; Amiz. Judea, The Galileans took up arms againſt the Samaritans. 
2m.C.4, «, At (6) one time, in a mutiny there were twenty thouſand ſlain, 
de Bello Jud, Theſe were Commotions which cauſed a great noiſe and con- 
[2 c.11. gernatiob amongſt men 2 amongſt thoſe of the jewiſh 
Nation) in thoſe dayes. nce that which is by Lake cxpreſ- 

ted by Vara end Commotiens, in by Aark called T rexbles, and 

by Matthew, Wars and rumors of Waris And theſe things 

hapned about twenty years before the final deſtruction of Jery- 

ſalem, and fatal overthrow of the Jewiſh Nation, therefore 

was it ſaid, the rd 57 wat by endby. 3- Another Sign is that 

mentioned in the 10th. v. Nation ſball riſcup — nation c 

97 Joſeph. Kr ag areſt Ki, So indeed it came to paſs 
. Bells Jud. when che Jewiſh Native roſe up againſt the Romane Nation, 
1.2.0,19;29 E&thait neighbouring Nations, Syrians, Samaritans &c. roſe a- 
21. goidſithem.: In thoſe dayes the land of judea was divided 
inte ſe teral Provinces, which did bear the names of K ing dome, 

and the chicf Governours of them are according to the He- 

brew ſtyle called Kings, being the Vice-Royes which the Ro- 

mane Emperors di ſubſtitute to be over thoſe places. 4 

1 Kivg.22.47.. Hence wercad of King Herd, King Agrippa 

(1) Grotius & Ce. (a) Neu the People of theſe Provinces were ſet one . 
Lucas Fru- gainſt another, therefore it 15 laid K ing 4ome ball rile wp a4tainf 
genſis in 44%, TA All thoſe troubles were forerunners & intima!ions 
447 of the ul calamity a coming, & did help to make way there- 
umts 4 There were to be gre Earthquakes in diverſe 
plares. In the beginning of this verſe. Such things are ulu.lly 
Ggns of civine Anger an ſo pertenrous of great changes and 
calamitves. The intimations ol State-quakes, yet of Nation- 


quakes, Hſtorians ſpeak of very tremendous Ez: inquakes 


which 
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which hapned in diverſe places (:) whereby ſe- 
veral famous Cityes perilhed, not long before Je- 
ruſalem was deſtreyed, 5. Famines, Probably 
| that Prediction, doth reſpe&t the ſame Famine 
| which Agabus propheſied of, AQ. 11.28. under 
which the land of ſudea ſuffered deeply. Whence 


wy 

(e Sex c iremer amor, auth wr 
bis excidium, tres Aft c 
fe ur, Terre motu — 
, tei atur Oroſius. / 7, 

Tacitus /cribirinb Tiberio 
Nerone, daodec im civitates is 
Alia terr.e-motu collep/as efe. 
Ac denuo in quin'o e us requd 
anno tre dec in urbe Terre mo- 


| it was that the Apoſtle Paul was very ſollicitous 


to obtain ſome relief for the Chriſtian Jews then ,, c:ci410. 


at Jeruſalem, 6, Peftilences, Theſe two Jndge - „Bertram. in Mat.24 7. 


ments, (Li i bai Loimoi as in the Greek it is e- 

legantly expreſſed) of Famine an Peſftilence, doe often goe to- 
gether, the latter following at the heels of the former, and 
being occaſioned thereby. 7. Fearful Sights and great Signs 
in Hraven: which ate the words now before us to conſider of, 
Fearful Sights, Gr. Cob] Terriculamenta. Such Sights 
as ſtrike a terror into the hearts of men that are the Spetta- 
tors of them. Signs from Heaven, viz. Prodigious Signs. I beſe 
things ate mentioned as the more immediate Preſages of thoſe 
miſcryes that were coming upon Jeruſalem, with the whole 
Jewiſh Nation. 

Dot. That Prodigiout awhull Sights and Signt in Heaven, 
are oftentimes, the Preſager of great Calamity coming npon the 
world. For the further clearing of this Doctrine, three things 
may be enquire1 linto. 1. What y. and ſigns are the 
Prelages of Calamity? 2. How it doth appear that they 
areſo? 3. What Calamityes ſuch Signs doe commonly 
prelape ? 

Qt. „un Sirhtr & Signrin beaven are Preſa ges of Cala- 
wity? A. t. There are (igns in the farry beaven. The 
great God, when he made the World, placed the Stars in 
heaven, to be for ſigns as to events that in the ordinary courſe 
ol nature ſhuuld come to pals. Gen. 1. 14. God ſaid, Let there 
be lights in the Firmament of braven, and let them be for Signs. 
They are for Signs of heat and cold, wet and dry ſeaſons, and 
the like. Hence the Lord ſpake to Job as in Ch g$:3t. C 
thow bind the [vert influrncer of the Pleiades, or looſe the bands 
of Orion ? The Pleiades arc the ſame with thoſe which men 7 

B the 


* 
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the ſeven ſtars. When the Sun is in that Conſtellation with 
the Pleiades, it hath a great power and influence upon the 
the earth. It is 
2 — ter ConſtAlation, c cold, whereby the pores of the 
24.31:  Ccarthare bound, It binds the earth from-bearing fruit, and as 
it were binds the hands of men from labour in their particular 
callings. When that Conſtellation appears in the evening (as 
it doth in the ninth moneth) tis a ſign that the earth fal de 
hound as hath been expreſſed. Yea, and tis a fign that ſtorms 
and tempeſtuous ſcaſons are to be expected · Therefore was it 
by the Poct called Nimbeſw Oris And hence the ſtars are 
called by the name of T be Signs of heaven, Jer. 10.2. Learn 
not the way of the heat bes, and br not diſmayed at the ſigns of bra- 
ä Which words may well be underſtood concerning the 
nu ſtars and Conſtellations in the heavens, (g) For the Heathen, 
#.Solomon the Chaldeans eſpecially (amongſt whom the Jews xc re then 
archi. C ex u- bons to dwell/i iti imagin'd that the ſtars were Ru- 
Daus. fers ofthe world, and did therefore Aland in fear of them and 
Voetius Hi. wor ſhip ihem. which heatheniſh Idolatry the Lord Coth cau- 
Full. par. a. p. tion an] charge his people againſt, The fars of heaven 
923. are for natur s, Theif motions & appearances are ſigni- 
fications that ſuch and ſuch things, will according to that 
courſe of nature which God hath ſetled, come to paſs in the 
world. There are alſo extraordinary Stary, ſometimes ap- 
pearing in the heavens. God in his Providence doth ſo order 
as that lo metimes Blazing Stars are ſeen in heaven. duch 
far: are called Comets, lrom the ſtream like long hair which 
uſeth to attend them. Such a ſtar is prodigious, and a fear- 
ful Sight. And ofthis may the words of the Text be under - 
Food. The Jewiſh (6) Hiſtorian reports, that not long before 
the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, there was a Vat ing ft ar in form 
of a Sword, which ſcemed to impend over the City, for a 
year together: this now was 4 frarſul fight, and a great fign 
from heaven. 
2. There are ſearful ſights & ſigns appearing in the Air, 
ſomet imes in the lower heaven. which we move and breathe 


% 
(0 Warrs of 
Jews,1.7 c. 12 


is. Prodigious Metcors are ſometimes ſeen there. And » 


range 


ing time then. As for Ories (f) it is a win- 
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Heavens Alarm to the World. 
Rrange Appearances,which are either (cen or heard ſpeaking. 
Of theſe feartul ſights and ſigns is the Text likewiſe to be in- 
terpreted. Jeb relates, that before the Romane Army 
Ceſtroyed Jeruſalem, there was ſeen in the air, iron Chariots 
and Souldiers in battle aray; and in the night time, a great 
light appeared in the temple, for halſan hour — with 
as much brightneſs as iſ it had been noon day, and a voice was 
heard ſaying, Let #1 be gone from bence. . 

2, How doth it appear that ſuch fearful Sights ave Pre- 
ſages of C alamityer coming wpon the World ? 

Anſ. 1. The Scripture 1s cigar ſor this. The Text before 
us doth expreſly declare no leſs. And the Pr Joel ſorc- 
telling the fame Calamityes which this te it bath reference un · 
to, ſaith alſo, that prodigious ſigns in heaven ſhould preſage 
and portend them. 2.30, 51. J wil forw Wonders in t 
ven. Truely, Blazing Stars are Wonders in the heaven. 
And inthe tarth blend m_ and pillars of ſmoky = before the 
great and the terrible day of the Lord come. When Jeruſalem 
was deſtroyed & theJewiſh ſtate diſſol ved, that was a great & 
nota ble day of the Lord, a Type of the great day of Judge- 
ment. wonders, even prodigious and amazing 
precede it. Avery lea (s) ps rate — 
conceiveth, that the Hebrews of old di 


times they appear like pillars of ſmoke, and that therefore 
when it is (a1d, there ſhall be Pillars of ſmoke before the terri- 
ble ay oſthe Lord, the true meaning and intendment of thoſe 
expreilions, is, that Comets ſhould precede and preſage the 
miſeryes coming upon the Jewiſh Nation. Yea, the Scripture 
informs us, that rf ſights and igns in beaven (hall precede 
the great and general day of Judgement as preſages thereof, 
Luk 21-25. There bat be figns in the tars + meaning that 
ſuch things ſhould be obſerved among the ſtars in heaven, as 
would be a ſign that Chriſts coming to judge the world did 
approach. Wherefore in ver. 28. it is ſaid, ven theſe things 
come t haft, tles look np, and lift wp your beads, for your redemy- 
* tion drawih „ge. The day of ſudgement is a day of Re-| 
B 2 dcmption. 


ibidem. 


uſe to call Comets or (h Med Dj 
blazing ſtars by that name of 4 Pil of ſweke, becauſe ſome» e G. p. 37. 
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demption, ard is ſo calledin other Scriptures, Epheſ 4. 
30. ſhall che bodies of the Saints be redeemed from the 
power of the grave, and both bodies and ſouls redeemed 
irom all evils of fin and of ſuffering. Rom. 8. 23. 1 Cor, 1.30. 
At the Reſurri ctiun in the laſt day, will the great Redemp- 
tion be to the S tints of God, and the greateſt miſeryes to the 
wicked that ever were thought of. And ſigns in heaven ſhall 
precede them. And hence it is, that fre Sights arc call- 
ed Signs in the Scripture, it is partly on this account, in that 
they are Signs that the Lord is coming forth out of his holy 

habitation, to puniſh the world for their iniquityes. 
2 Tbe experience of many Ages doth bear witneſs unto 
the truth of this Doftrire. If the Scripture were ſilent about 
this matter, the experience both of former and of later Ages 
doth ſufficiently and ſadly confirm the truth in hand. Hence 
an (t) hcathen Writer could ſay, If God br «+ 


(4) Cum Deus puniturns for go, te pumiſh a City or « Nation, br iz wont firſt to 
Q give Warning of it by Prodigyer, by Signs from 
Lege Meichioris Junii Orcs, heaven. And commonly it is ſo, that when ſtu- 


Tar. 15 45. 
(1) Conrados Lycoſthenes Volumes concerning the fcarfull Sights which 


| tals of gm have at ſeveral times and places been obſerve. 
ie. in the world, and the judgements and miſc ries 


pendous Signs goe before, ſtupendous Judge- 
ments follow after, Some (/) have written large 


which have followed. 

3. Many times ſuch fearful Sights are tokens of 
Gods anger;which is another reafon why they ae 
calle ] Signs, as being Signs of the Anger of God. % that 
flaming vengeance is kindled and burning in heaven againſt a 
finful World, Now when Go is angry then publick judge 
me ots come, an teſtimonyes of Divine Diſpleaſure. Foſe- 
nal afflitions arc not alwaycs c vidences of God: anger, as we 
ſee in Fob, but publick Judgements are ever wont to be ſo. 
Tis thought that the ninetieth Pſalm was penned by Moſes on 
occaſion of a publick Judgement, the Plague which broke in 
upon the Children of Iſrael and ſwept away many thouſat's 
ol them: an] (faith he) we are conſumed by thint anger, ani by 
* 
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thy wrath ave , v.97. So that if publick Judgements 
come, God is angry, his wrath kindled; he doth by them 
teſtifie and pour own his righteous Ciſpleaſure from Heaven, 
Inaſmuch then as fearful Sights are Lokem of Gods anger, 
they are Preſages of great and publick Calamities. As the 
Rainbow (though a natural Sign) is a token of divine Favour, 
to are prodigious Sights, tokens of Divine Anger. 

4. Theſe tearful Sights are many times — of thoſe 
things which make way for great changes and Calamityes to 
come upon the world. They are oftentimes (Blazing Stars 
(m) in a more eſpecial manner ares) the Pre- : 
ſages of the Ceath of great, yea. and of wor- oe 8. 
thy mea. Is not the fatal Cownlall of Aer — _ "APR 
(the laſt Romane Emperor) in the Scripture u mat antem Regus Cen- 
emblematically fer forth, by that ofa #{azing tim Lacan. Ango 1471, - 
Sr +» falling tothe ground ? Re. g 10. There —_— — — 
fell « great er from braven, burning a1 it were 4 © — 
— his Sw that as ruin of 4. — 1 
eee. dethroned by Odvarrr the Herulien 
was ſignified by thoſe words, and that he is re- ( Mede tnApoc 8. ig 
ſemdled to that fort of Comers, which is called Lie. 
And when there is a tar burning and blazing in heaven com- 
monly it proveth fatal toſare Ates, whence great 
changes and miſeryes enſue. Yea the death of Worthy (as 
well s great} Perſonages, is ſometimes portene ed by ſuch 
Signs . Alittle before great Confantin's death. 2 blazing ,. a 
Star appeare , an! infinite miſeryes followed. In the Year ——9— 

* 49. 

(%) 1556. a Comet (then vulgarly called « fiery Breſom) Was us; ic Comerss, 
ſcen, and foon aſter, many learned, uf:ful , worthy men See ere 
dycd, whoſe death was an unſpeakable loſs and mifery to the Hint of Scout. 
places where they had lived. * 594 

Queſt. 3. t Calamityes dee ſuch tar fights & ge. 
in baue Preſage ? 

A. We muſt not be particular & pofitire in interpretations 


of things of this nature When a fearfull fight appears in „. Voet. in 


heaven which the « hole world cannot but take notice of now B... Sian's 
to makca particular and abſolute determination, (p) that p.g15,930. 
B 3 luch 
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ſuch a place, or ſuch a perſon, ſuch a Judgement is certainly 
imended thereby, is too much boldneis. In general, we may 
ſaſely ſay, that there is juſt cauſe to expe; that great cala · 
mityes arc at hand, but what perſons or places (hall more e- 
minently tall under thoſe Judgements, is not for us to deter- 
mine, but we mult lea ve that with God, who beſt knows what 
himſelſ intends to do. 

This being premiſed, we proceed in anſwering the enquiry 
before us. 

1. Sometimes ſuch ſigns are Preſages of great Perſecu- 
tions coming upon the Church of God The Lord is mercy 
to his People giveth them ſuch warnings, that ſo they may 
prepare for what's a coming, or make haſt to enter into the 
chambers of ſafety, as it were for a little moment, till the in- 
dignat ion be overpaſt. Ne- bloudy Perſecution had a 6 
zing Star to precede it. The fame is true concerning the 
Arria» Herely and Perſecution; that flood ſpoken of in the 
Revelation, which the Dragon caſt out of his mouth, and 
whereby the woman, the Church fled into the wilderneſs, was 
in eminent danger of being ſwallowed up and devourcd, 
Kev. 12.15. 

2. Sometimes ſuch Signs in heaven are preſages of miſe · 
rable Dearths and Scarcity. That blazing Star impending 
over Jeruſalem, which the text hath reference unto, was at- 

tended witha terrible Famine, whereby multi- 


ln the years after Chriſt tudes periſhed. () And therefore ſuch ligns are 


there were 
- frequently portencous of thoſe Judgements 
Femines 1 Sr which cauſe want and ſcarcity, e.g”. of ſore 
ments. In Annis 674.675, Droughts and — 77 multiplication 
676; Comers appeared, and of goxious creatures that deſtroy the fruits of 
— — = the earth. All which particulars I could con- 


for 3 years together, The 
like miſeryes followed the 
* Comet Anno 14% In Annis 
59 1527, 542. Comets 
were ſeen, and ies of Lo- 


firm unto you, by approved Hiſtory, which de- 
clareth how they have all been preſaged by bla 
zing ft ar1 in heaven. 

3. Lmentable Deaths and deſtructions 2 
mongſt nen have been eftentimes prefuged by 


ſuch tights in heaven. Sudden an] amazing ru- 
mes 
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ins by (-) Fee, by /unedations, 
and the like awful! viſitations, have been 
portended. Eſpecially deſtructions by mortal 
and contagiom Diſeaſes. That ſtrange diſeaſe 
known by the name of Suder Athene, twhich 
ina peculiar manner purſued choſe of the En- 

liſh Nation, even when in ftranpe lands;whence 
they were dreaded in all places where they 
came. there was a 5/«z,ing Star that did 
it. Eſpecially that w is of all difcaſcs 
miſcrable morrals are ſub ett unto, the moſt ter- 
nible, I mean the plague of Peſtilence, () it is 
frequently thus — Such fights ate Hea- 
dent Alarm eto a ſinſu World, to give notice that 
God hath bent his Bow, and made his Ar- 
rows rea y, and that if Smners turn not, the 


Fire, 


— — — 


> 


la the 66, & 
(r yearn 76798 


dapned in many placrs. 
— 2 — 


were 
Dam habe 
dr. erſe Soon 

the Comet An. 8a. the fa- 
mods city ofrviers was burnt 


Ars abile Port uu 
Terre n. Au, 1618, qu, 


arrows of Peſtilcoce an! Death ſhall fall clown 22 


rp 1n them ſpeedily. This nv ght be confirmed 
by multitude of inſtinces, but it needs not. 
Our own experience is enough. We cannot 
but re mea ber the #/azing Stray that was ſeen 
but 1 6.ycars agoe & a terrible Plague followed, 
ſo that in our own nat ion, near upon an hundred 
thouſand were ſwept away in one City, and in 
one year. And it is reported that immediately 
after that great blazing Star which appeared 
above threeſcore years ago. God ſent the Plague 


rodem [ ibro. 

ces. Ce, guem Fe- 
„it cxeryit, vt vivi cum more 
my [epelirentur mults Oppida 


( See Mr. Gorges Deſcrip- 
tion of New-England, p. 27. 


(*) amongſt the Natives in this land, which ſwopt them away 


in ſuch multitudes, as that the living were not enough 


to bu 


the dead. So did the Lord caſt out the Heathen before this 


his People, that 1 
more peaceable ſettlement here. 


e way might chereby be prepared unto our 
The Lord in mercy grant, 


that we may never by becoming like unto the Heathen in pro- 
fanene(s and irreligion, provoke him to doe unto us, as he bath 


done unto them. 


4. Such ſearful fights and ſigas in heaven are uſual prefa- 
get of War among the Nations, and {g of thoſe Devaſtations 


B 4 


and 


Is 
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and Deſolations which the ſword leaverh behind it. Some- 
times Prodigyes on the earth doe betoken war and blood. 
ſhed, 2 Kin. 3. 22. And in heaven doe no leſs. Thus in 
in my Text. the Romane Sword, which made the Jewiſh na- 
tion deſolate, (according to Daniels Propheſy, ch.9.27.)was 
portended by a fcarfull blazing Star in heaven. (e) And when 
Alericw the Goth made (ſuch a terrible irruption upon the 
Romane Empire, like a torm of hail and fire and blood, Rev. 
8.7. blazing art in heaven preceded thoſe ca amityes. When 
Attila, who they ſay, called himſelf Flags Dri, - Gods 
Whip, to ſcourge the world for their wickedneſs, when he 
was armed to be the Executioner of divine Vengeance upon 
the carth, deſtroying Citycs, and laying Nations waſt before 
him, blazing Star were ſeen preceding and portending thoſe 
miſerable times. So when the Saracen: (the firſt wo trumpet) 
and the 7 rk: (the ſecond wo trumpet, propheſied of in the 
Revelation) were let looſe upon the apoſtate chriſtian world, 
blazing Barr, and frarfull gb in beaven did precede thoſe 
woful dayes. And are there not ſome alive, and here before 
the Lord this day, that can remember the blazing far which 
appeared in the gb. and in the ot. moneths, in the year 
1618, and the next year began that unhappy War in Ger- 
many, which proved fo fatal to the Proteſtant intereſt there. 
us have we ſeen what Judgements and Calamityes, fear + 
ful Sights in braven are commonly the preſages of. As for 
that ſign in heaven now appearing, (which hath occaſioned me 
to ſpeak this word at this time) what Calamityes may be por» 
tended thereby, which of the Judgements mentioned, or whe- 
ther all of them be not thereby preſaged, I ſhall not ſay, but 
leave it unto God and time to diſcover. Only in gencral, we 
have cauſe to fear, that ſweeping —— arc thereby ſig· 
niſie d, that the Lord is —_—_— rom heaven with « long 
Beeſome of deſtruftion which ſhall ſweep away a world of Sin- 
ners beſore it. a 
1 Concluce with a word of Application. Nor would I ſpeak 
any thing but the words of truth and ſobetneſꝭ. as becometh a 
Meſſenger of Chriſt to doc, when ſpeaking in his Name. 0 N 
VS 
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rs "Lit ur rr bt Are en approve ar 
t N e d 

need not ſay. dend one nome that 
1 "fight 204 ppearing in the heavens. 
Blazing and Ge dike bac Eden deen 
abe to dearkey to the voice of the 
by foch wn i, 


— 41 21 ot £ 
NN bd avatred. 20 jol . 

A len 3 1 

fing ſuch fe r 
awaken a ſecure 
alles dis peer ans 
therein. It <P 
peror, wha being 
ofa Baking Nr ſaid yo thoſe d 
My 4 {mire the Clmpey of that "— [ Carola; magnus, vel 
ſmitrs , canſeth ſack ſigns in beaven, that ſo be M eee, Ludovicus 1, 
” ghtawaken #1 ont of eur ſiqwrity. O let us Carol mag! filins, 


de wire — Peace, Peſce. ger 2 

deſtrucuon is at hand O ralibhees! of. (ecping and dreaming 

of nothing bot worldly Profperity at ſurh u fine as this. 

When the Lard Jeſus — had told his Diſciples, that cala · 

mitous times were a coming, and mentioned the Signs and 

preſages thereof, he dids t watch therefere, Luk. 21.36. 

Wherefore let us not pleaſe our ſelves, with imagining that 

fuch fearful fights, are figns of nowy only, — of Judge: 

ment, The contrary unte which opinion, hat 

been confirmed by more then an hundred in- r Heidfeld. Sphinx 

ſtances (x) Men are excceding apt to interpret bel experientis, & bo- 

ſuch things ina way of favour to themſelves, ue en, projudicarum 

when nothing leſs is iotended thercby. So when- of, C magnes eee, 

theſe farfal rights wind Signs in e which 

my Text ſpeaketh of, ſeen at Jerusalem, 7 * 
0 


we poricndere, VoguDiſp.4 : 
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the Jews did interpret them as good One to onions end 


as ominous of deſtruction to their enemies. The P ics 
in Germany (7) were looked upon Gs as py 


() See Clets cf Lliverance unto them, and of deſtruction to their * aq 


Murryrology.p. 
311.&c, 


(z) Teftagte 
Suetonio. 


But alas | the cvent was — — othetwiſe. An1 let us got make 
our ſelves fecure,by ſayiug or thinking, that the Lord, by ſuch 
fearful n ſpeaks to others only, and not unta us, As V 


or) when (z) there was a long hairy c 
„ deride at is, and make : Joke of i "faxing, 


That it concerned the Part bien; that wore long hair, and not 
him, who was bald, but wihina year, fan bichſclf, (and 


not the F ' { Such arc 

—.— cb lp ge 1 

1 een, Razors on mankind, whereby 
deth Poll, his Sythe, he doth ſhear down multi- 


tudes of ſiaſul creatures. doe draw pear, in which reſpett there 
is no doubt to be made a «1 but that God by this 4 fer, 
is ſpeaking to other places, and not t * 4 bly. 
as in ney ba he dg i 10n of Hairy 
Scalps, who go on til ia thei r treſ (pl , that the day of their 
calamity is at hand, and that the which ſhall come upon 
them make haſt. | Aſfraxge' fig _ — Procge Þep 1 
_—_ —— Fe bin — 2 ers of 
er let not us promiſe vo aur ſeſves nothing bur 
Lee ae and the bitter day, when there ſhall 
Lamentation generally. Iam rerfinaded, that the floods 
of great water are coming. I am perſjnaded, that God is a- 
bout to open the windows vfheaven, and to pour down the 
Catara&of his wrath, ere this Generation (wherein Atheiſm 
and Profaneneſs are come to ſuch a prodigious height) 1 Gay, 
ere this Generation is paſſed away n reaſon have we 
to think that no drops of the fatal ſtorm ſhall come near 
to us? If weſo conclude, we ma ag Ingram. the Lord to fay, 
T he Sinners of my People ball dye by the 1 who ſay the __ 
Pal wit overtght me nw prevent ar. To be awakened out o 
| ſecurity, and tremblingly to wait for the good pleaſure a 
Vol, whatever i it may be, is the moſt likely way to find reſt in 


the, 


Ss ges read aS sade mms ts co.cc. tl. > a a. a 
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the day of Trouble. So did the Prophet find it, Hab 3.16. 
when I beard, my belly tremblad, wy lips quivered, I trembled in 
2 ſelf, that 1 42 rel in the day of t Whenthe hun- 

way heard, his heart trembled at it, 
1 0 de 84 the day oftroudle. 

2. This henld pat ut upon for another day of Tren- 
ble. And this ſhould we doe the rather, fince the changes 
portended by this Co, are like to come ſpeedily as well as 
certainly, oſeph ſaid to Pharaoh, For that the dream is den- 
bledy it is becauſe the thing uu ft ebliſted by God, and God will 
— 2 — Gen. 41.34. Doch not the de-, ap+ 
pear ence Of this fight in the heavens ſpeak as much ? 
. — We ſhould not only ex pe 
it, but ſo expe it, as to prepare for it Certainly we have 
reaſon ſo to doe, If there had been no rief Star, yet 
upon other accounts, we have cauſe to expe and prepare 


for another day of Trent, which ſeems to _— 

thee O New-England, and upon thet O Boſton, 

which are amongſt us, are ſurer and blacker figns 5 
ment then any 1 ——— — 


the * the — the Proſaneneſa, — * 
neral ſecurity a ity that prevaileth a us. . 
cially —— all former jud gements and 
Diſpenſations have done upon us. What fiery Deſolations 
hath the Lord made — us? The Lord hath bin roaring 
out of Sion, Such roarin have bin amoogſt us, 
as that the report of them — u heard afar off. Sword: 
Death, and Fire. But, (alas O Lord God) may it not be ſaid 
concerning the generality of men, they return not un- 
to him that hath bin ſmiting of them? They are the ſame 
fince the War, ſince the Small Pox, ſince the Fires, that they 
were before. Ah | what will come next-? We have cauſe to 
expe, and it will be our wiſdome to prepare for ter day 
of T romble (even times greater then the former. It grieveth 
me to ſpeak thus, but I cannot ſorbear. ] feel that the word 
of the Lord is like a fire in a mans bones, and it will break cut. 
; The Lord God hath ſpoken,who can but propheſie ? And 2 
C 2 o 


. 1 1 
know fo? certain, that if deftroying Jod gements znd Death 
overtake zny in their ſms, and ſweep them away to Hell, their 
blood ſhall be upon their own heads. For the Lord hath f- 
red his Beaton ia the heavens, among the gars of God there; 
the fearful fight is not yet out of fight. The Warning piece 
in heaven is going off, now then if the Lord diſcharge hi Mur- 
dering pietes from va high, and men be found i their ſing 
unfit for death, their blood ſhall be upon them They had 
warning given them that the Sword was a coming: Lo, the 
Lord himleclf gave them the warning, but they would not take 
warning, their blood ſhall be upon them. Moreover, if 
troubles ſhould not come, yet it will be wiſdome to prepare 
for them. Iſ the Lord, after he hath ſent his Angel to ſtan4 
with a dravwaſword over —— ſnould be entreated to 
ſpare us, yet it will never doe us hurt to prepare for the moſt 
deadly arrows of aMivion, that may light upon us, whilſt in 
this Vale of tears. Fe) | 

3. We ſbonld dot hat in ww ei to divert thoſe Pd 
Which ſcem to be impending and blazing over our beads. This 
word of comfort, | may ſaſely ſpeak, h Lords threatnings ave 
not abſolmte, but conditional. 80 far as we in theſe ends of the 
earth. theſe goings down of the Sun, are ſpoken unto, by this 
fign in the heaven, it is poſſible we may eſcape the evils 
threatned thereby, if we duely hearken to the voice of God 
therein, Jer. 18.7, 8. At what time I ſprak concerning a nation 
and concerning « king dome, to pluck wp, and to pull down,” ana to 
deftroy it, if that nation againſt whom [ have pronounced, turn 
from their evil, I will repent of the evill that I thought to ave 
unte them. So that when deſolatiag Judgements are threat- 
ned either by the word, or by the awfull works of God, thole 
denunciations of wrath are not abſolute but conditional. If 
Repentance intervene, the evils which otherwiſe muſt be 
looked for, may be diverted. See therefore Jer 46.3,7./t may 
br the houſe of Nah will bear all the vill which | purpoſe te cot 
wero them, that thry may return carry man from his wil way, Ay, 
a general Repentance is that which will doe iſ every man turn 


from his evil way, that / may forgive their miquity and their ſin, 
It 
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Ima be they will preſent their ſupplication before the Lord &c. 
N the Lord would have ; therefore he ſaith, 
lle ſtir up the ſpirit of my Miniſters and Ambaſſadors, that 
they ſhall declare and denounce my Judgements againſt a fn 
full Generation. Jt may be they vi bear, And ile ſpeak by 
awſul Signs from heaven that may be as Heraulds to proclaim 
wrath and wo tothe world, /t may be thry will bear, and then 
(hall their ſins be forgiven. You will ſay, But what ball we dee 
that ſe the 7 udgements which arc blazing ov'y w1 may be diverted 
from u1? Ar. Pray and cry mightily to heaven, For 
this let every one that is godly pray unto the Lord in a time 
wherein he may be fo und, and before the floods of great wa- 
ters come nigh unto-us. Our Lord Jeſus Chrif having 
warned his diſciples of approaching calamityes, he concludeth 
with an exhortation unto prayer, LI 21.36, Pray el rages, 
that ye may be accounted worthy to eſcape all theſe things that ſhall 
come to paſt. Prayer may doe much towards the averting of 
wrathful Judgements and deſolations. When the Lord threat- 
ned to bring Famine and deſtruction upon his People, Amos 
fell to praying, and God ſaid 7 his Bal not be, this Judgement 
and threatned deſolation ſhall not be, Amos 7.3,6. then, 
let us deprecate impending -Judgements. Doe we ſee the 
ſword blazing over ys F Let it put us upon crying to God 
that that Jud gement may be diverted, and not return upon us 
again ſo ſpeedily. Doc we fee the arrows of Peſtilence 
and Death 6b/azing over us? Oh! pray that the deſtroying 
Angel may not be ſent to walk in darkneſs, an] to waſte at 
noon day, Doth God threaten our very heavens? O pray 
unto him that he would not take away Stars an! (end Comets 
to ſucceed them. Pray that the Lord Jeſus who holds the 
S. ars in hisgight hand, may continue thoſe in the Firmament 
of his Churches the heaven which his own hand hath planted) 
who arc indeed Stars, willing to impart the light which they 
have received from Chriſt unto his People; and that va 
Stain blating ſtars, ſe ive ing ſpirit;may never come in their 
room. | ain not without fear, that this will at laſt be the Jucge 


P:ay 


ment of God upon N- Fg, and upon theſe Churches, 
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Pray that it may never be. And our Swpplic ation: ſhould be at- 
tended with deep Hawiliatior,Zeph.2-2,3.6 «ther your ſelves to- 
gether, h. e. come before the Lord ina way of publick ſolemn 
Humiliation, before rhe dicrte, i. c. the Judgement written and 
threatned, bring forth, before the fierce anger of the Lord come 
wpow you, I, fore the day of the Lords anger come wpon yew : ſeth 
th: Lord. --- t may be you ſhall be bid in the day of the Lords 
anger, Thus then ſhould we doe, in this day, when there are 
ſuch dare & Ar clouds hanging over our heads, & we know 
not how ſoon they may break upon us. And truly, if our 
Lewes, were, ſome of them, turned into dayes of Prayer, 
at ſuch a time as this, it is no more then what there is cauſe 
for. And there is one thing more, that ſhould in ſpecial be 
re membred by us; a thing that hath been much talked of, but 
little hath been done in it, that is Reformation | Reformation ! 
When the Prophet Jonah was ſent of God to preach and ſay, 
Tet forty day's, and Vini fball be def reed: that was a 
more awfull ſign of deſolation, then if they had ſeen a b/azing 
fer, hanging o ver the City, menacing the ruine thereof, Yet 
when they repented and reformed (though it was but an exter · 
ba! Reformation) the Lord ſpared them forty years longer. 
Ah! New-England, wilt thou not doe more then Niniveh 
ſhall there not be ſo much as an rxt1-nal Reformation, of thoſe 
things that provoke the glorious eyes of Heaven? Will not 
the haughty daughters of Sion, rctorm their Pride in apparel / 
Will they have the atriFe of an bar/et ? Will they lay out their 
hair, an | wear their falſe locks, their borders, and towers like 
Domrts about their heads? Will they doe fo, until God ſend 
his arrows from heaven, to ſmite them Cown into the Grave, 
where the dayes of darkneſs ſhall be many. And ſhall there 
be ſtill ſuch a multitude of licen/ed Drizking-bouſes, (and Town- 
dwellers frequentipg them) to the ſhame of Boſton, and to the 
inſamy of New- Eng/.nd, notwi thſtanding the teſtimeny which 
Ged and his ſervants have given againſt it? How then ſhall 
we think to eſcape inthe day of the Lords anger, if a Refer ma- 
ties ſo much as in theſe extet nals, which it is ſo eaſy to reform, 


vill got be obtained? O Return Return unto the Lord. 


And * 


a  Aaffrooa [ﬀ [a £/ ca Ax ac ah ceo SL. _a MO - 


Heavens Alarm to the World; 


ke our ſelves unto the ſhading 
7 we not hear him ſpeaking to 
us, as ſometimes un f Mat.23-37. O eee, 
Peraſalem, bow often wontd [havegathered ther, a3 an ben bir 
chic /s wn ler ber wings. Sayth the Lord, the Romane Ea - 
gles, thoſe birds of prey, are haſtning u we but if you 
would have come under iny wings, you q have been fafe 
enough. Even ſo, doth not the Lord ſay. O V.. England, 
Neu- England doſt thou not know that the birds of prey are 
ing to devour thee ? but my wings are broad enough to 
ſecure and ſhelter thee, when the black and ſtormy tempeſt 
ſhall break upon the warkd. If we be found a-praying, an 
bumble, a reforming People we need not doubt but that #=- 
der the ſhadow of bis wings, we ſhall make our refuge, until the 
6a/amity be overpaſs. 


TIBt DOMINE. 
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